
LIFE/work balance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have started a #LIFEworkbalance campaign and we need your help to complete 

our LIFE/work balance survey. 

 

 

We hope to publish the results soon, so please give 15 minutes of your time to help us 

get a true picture of school life. 

 

 

Want to be a part of this campaign? Take the survey on our website and share it with 

your colleagues! 
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https://survey.zohopublic.eu/zs/V2BBWx
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Year 5 – Spring Block 1 – Parenthesis – Using Dashes to Indicate Parenthesis 

 

About This Resource: 
 

This PowerPoint has been designed to support your teaching of this small step. It includes a starter activity and an 

example of each question from the Varied Fluency and Application and Reasoning resources also provided in this 

pack. You can choose to work through all examples provided or a selection of them depending on the needs of 

your class. 

 

 

National Curriculum Objectives: 
 
English Year 5: (5G5.9) Using brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis ​ 

Terminology for pupils: ​ 

• English Year 5: (5G5.9) parenthesis​ 

• English Year 5: (5G5.9) dash ​ 

 

 

More resources from our Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling scheme of work. 
 

 

Did you like this resource? Don’t forget to review it on our website. 

https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/content-domain-filter/?fwp_contentdomain=5G5.9
https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/content-domain-filter/?fwp_contentdomain=5G5.9
https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/content-domain-filter/?fwp_contentdomain=5G5.9
https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/search/?fwp_topic=gps-scheme-of-work
https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/using-dashes-to-indicate-parenthesis-year-5-parenthesis-resource-pack
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Year 5 – Spring Block 1 – Parenthesis – Using Dashes to Indicate Parenthesis 

 

Notes and Guidance 

 
• This step builds on the previous two steps and looks at using dashes to indicate parenthesis.  

• Children should be able to demarcate parenthesis in different positions in a sentence, remembering to 

surround the parenthesis with dashes mid-sentence.  

• Children should remember to use a single dash to open parenthesis if adding an afterthought at the end of 

a sentence.    

 

Focused Questions 

 
• Insert dashes into this sentence to demarcate parenthesis. 

• Have these dashes been used to indicate parenthesis correctly? 

• Could this parenthesis be positioned differently within the sentence? 
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Year 5 – Spring Block 1 – Parenthesis 

 

 

 

Step 3: Using Dashes to 

Indicate Parenthesis 
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Introduction 

 

Add the underlined information to each sentence below using 
brackets to indicate parenthesis.  

 

 

1. Tom played football every day after school, and hoped to one 

day play for a team like Barcelona. 

 

Tom was a huge fan of Lionel Messi. 

 

 
 

 

2. Nancy spent two hours a night reading before bed. 

 
 

Nancy loved adventure stories. 
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Introduction 

 

Add the underlined information to each sentence below using 
brackets to indicate parenthesis.  

 

 

1. Tom (a huge fan of Lionel Messi) played football every day after 

school, and hoped to one day play for a team like Barcelona. 

 

Tom was a huge fan of Lionel Messi. 

 

 
 

 

2. Nancy (who loved adventure stories) spent two hours a night 

reading before bed. 
 

Nancy loved adventure stories. 
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Varied Fluency 1 

 

Tick two boxes to show where the dashes should go in the sentence 
below to indicate parenthesis. 

 

 

 

 

 

This morning, Tommy my best friend fell over on the playground and 

 

 
hurt his knee. 
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Varied Fluency 1 

 

Tick two boxes to show where the dashes should go in the sentence 
below to indicate parenthesis. 

 

 

 

 

 

This morning, Tommy my best friend fell over on the playground and  

 

 
hurt his knee. 

  
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Varied Fluency 2 

 

Which sentence has used dashes to indicate parenthesis correctly? 
Tick one box. 

Every morning, Edith – who is a 

forgetful girl goes to school 
without brushing her teeth. 

 

 

Before going to bed each 

night, Mary – who is a good girl 

– brushes her teeth. 



© Classroom Secrets Limited 2019 

Varied Fluency 2 

 

Which sentence has used dashes to indicate parenthesis correctly? 
Tick one box. 

Every morning, Edith – who is a 

forgetful girl goes to school 
without brushing her teeth. 

 

 

Before going to bed each 

night, Mary – who is a good girl 

– brushes her teeth. 
 
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Varied Fluency 3 

 

Underline the parenthesis in the sentence below. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Eventually, he got 100% in his spelling test – thank goodness – so he 

was allowed the treat he had asked for from his mum! 
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Varied Fluency 3 

 

Underline the parenthesis in the sentence below. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Eventually, he got 100% in his spelling test – thank goodness – so he 

was allowed the treat he had asked for from his mum! 



© Classroom Secrets Limited 2019 

Varied Fluency 4 

 

True or false? The sentence below needs dashes to indicate 
parenthesis. 

 

 

 

 

 

Behind the bush, the fox who was very hungry was waiting to 

pounce so that he could catch his dinner. 
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Varied Fluency 4 

 

True or false? The sentence below needs dashes to indicate 
parenthesis. 

 

 

 

 

 

Behind the bush, the fox who was very hungry was waiting to 

pounce so that he could catch his dinner. 

 
 

 

True 

 
Behind the bush, the fox – who was very hungry – was waiting to 

pounce so that he could catch his dinner.  
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Application 1 

 

Use dashes to insert your own parenthesis to complete the sentence 
below. 

 

 

 

 

Yesterday, my teacher _______________________  gave us five hours of 

homework to do even though it was school the next day. 
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Application 1 

 

Use dashes to insert your own parenthesis to complete the sentence 
below. 

 

 

 

 

Yesterday, my teacher _______________________  gave us five hours of 

homework to do even though it was school the next day. 

 

 
 

Various answers, for example:  

 

Yesterday, my teacher – the evil Mr Dogood – gave us five hours of 
homework to do even though it was school the next day. 
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Application 2 

 

Rewrite the sentence below and reposition the parenthesis at the 
end of the sentence. Punctuate your sentence correctly. 

 

 

 

 

This morning, they cooked the turkey – it was the size of a horse – in 

a very large oven and served it with some delicious roast potatoes. 
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Application 2 

 

Rewrite the sentence below and reposition the parenthesis at the 
end of the sentence. Punctuate your sentence correctly. 

 

 

 

 

This morning, they cooked the turkey – it was the size of a horse – in 

a very large oven and served it with some delicious roast potatoes. 

 

 
 

This morning, they cooked the turkey in a very large oven and 

served it with some delicious roast potatoes – it was the size of a 

horse. 
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Reasoning 1 

 

Cara has used dashes for parenthesis in the sentence below. 
 

 

 

 

Jumping up at the window – the dog – angry that someone was by 

his house barked loudly at the postman and frightened the postman 

away. 

 

 
 

Is she correct? Explain why.  
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Reasoning 1 

 

Cara has used dashes for parenthesis in the sentence below. 
 

 

 

 

Jumping up at the window – the dog – angry that someone was by 

his house barked loudly at the postman and frightened the postman 

away. 

 

 
 

Is she correct? Explain why.  

 

Cara is incorrect because... 
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Reasoning 1 

 

Cara has used dashes for parenthesis in the sentence below. 
 

 

 

 

Jumping up at the window – the dog – angry that someone was by 

his house barked loudly at the postman and frightened the postman 

away. 

 

 
 

Is she correct? Explain why.  

 

Cara is incorrect because it should be: Jumping up at the window, 
the dog – angry that someone was by his house – barked loudly at 

the postman and frightened the postman away. 

 
 

 
 


